
STB Seeks Comments on Revised Complaint Filing Fees 

On February 15, 2011, the Surface Transportation Board (STB) issued a Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking (NPRM) proposing to lower the fee for filing certain formal complaints from $20,600 
to $350. Regulations Governing Fees for Services, STB Docket No. EP 542 (Sub-No. 18) (STB 
served Feb. 15, 2011). The deadline for comments on the proposal is April 19. Reply comments are 
due on May 19. 

Item 56 of the STB’s fee schedule at 49 C.F.R. § 1002.2(f) contains the rates for filing formal 
complaints alleging unlawful rates or practices of carriers. Currently, the fee for filing most formal 
complaints is at or below $350, while the fee under sub-item 56(iv) for filing all other formal 
complaints is $20,600. The STB seeks to eliminate this gap between fees because complaints are 
the only mechanism by which the STB may investigate and address unlawful practices, high fees 
can discourage the filing of complaints and there will be less incentive for parties to seek redress 
through less efficient mechanisms.  

For additional details, see the full text of the NPRM. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

For more information, please contact: 

Karyn A. Booth 202.263.4108 Karyn.Booth@ThompsonHine.com 
Sandra L. Brown 202.263.4101 Sandra.Brown@ThompsonHine.com 
Jeffrey O. Moreno 202.263.4107 Jeff.Moreno@ThompsonHine.com 

If you do not wish to receive future communications by email, please send an email with “unsubscribe” in the subject line to 
Unsubscribe@ThompsonHine.com. 

This advisory may be reproduced, in whole or in part, with the prior permission of Thompson Hine LLP and acknowledgement of its 
source and copyright. This publication is intended to inform clients about legal matters of current interest. It is not intended as legal 
advice. Readers should not act upon the information contained in it without professional counsel. 

This document may be considered attorney advertising in some jurisdictions. Some of the design images and photographs in this 
document may be of actors depicting fictional scenes. 

TRANSPORTATION UPDATE 

February 2011 

http://www.stb.dot.gov/decisions/readingroom.nsf/WEBUNID/63B9E124DDC6998185257838004DF147?OpenDocument

